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Leading Regional Research on Offshore Wind & Fisheries

Mission: 

We advance research, monitoring, and methods on the 

effects of offshore wind energy development on 

fisheries across US waters.

We serve as an objective resource for all sectors and 

facilitate the coordination of regional scientific research 

to collaboratively and efficiently deepen understanding.
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TRANSPARENT

Inception:

Formed in early 2019 as a 501(c)3

Partnership between RODA & OSW developers 



ROSA’s Organizational Structure
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Strategic Plan – 3 Key Objectives
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FishFORWRD | Fish and Fisheries OffshoRe Wind Research Database

Objective
increase awareness of ongoing work

avoid duplication of efforts

create a common understanding of research needs

Contents
Research Projects
• Research projects funded by federal 

agencies, state agencies, non-profits, etc.
• Implemented Developer Fisheries Monitoring 

Plans

Research Needs
• Individual research needs from 17 different 

published documents by federal agencies, states 
agencies, and public-private partnerships

Research Gaps Analysis (in development)

Research Categories

Habitat Fragmentation/Modification

Socioeconomic Impact

Cumulative Impacts

Sound/Vibration Impacts

Species Distribution/Composition

EMF

Fisheries Access & Gear Modification

Fisheries Engagement & Capacity Building

Survey Adaptation

Data Management

Resource Monitoring



Other Attributes
Developer Fisheries Monitoring Plan (Y/N)
Fixed or Floating
Wind Farm Development Phase
Spatial Scale
Location
Project Title
Lead Entity
Partner Entities
PI Name
Project Objectives
Methodology
Receptor
Project Start
Est. Project End
Funder
Funding Partners
Project Website

FishFORWRD | Fish and Fisheries OffshoRe Wind Research Database



FishFORWRD v1.0 – Sept 2022



FishFORWRD v2.1.0 | Rebuild & Relaunch

New Research Projects 
& Developer Fisheries 

Monitoring Plan Surveys 

New Research Needs New Webtool



Objective: Gather funding entities (federal, state, & non-profit) on the east 

coast to coordinate research & monitoring funds for fisheries & OSW.

Offshore Wind & Fisheries Funder Coordination 
 First Meeting: May 28, 2024



Implemented Developer Fisheries Monitoring Plans

As part of the siting, design, and permitting process for offshore wind 
projects, BOEM and some states require developers to prepare 
various project monitoring plans to characterize, evaluate, and 
monitor the potential impacts to affected physical and biological 
resources (fisheries, benthic/habitat, protected species, etc.) and 
fishing operations from proposed offshore wind development – this 
includes Fisheries Monitoring Plans & Benthic Monitoring Plans. 

These project monitoring plans and associated studies help provide the 
scientific information BOEM and other agencies need to determine how 
wind farms may affect marine resources.

Met with each developer to 
ensure complete and correct 

information for each survey within 
the Fisheries & Benthic 

Monitoring Plans
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FishFORWRD v2.1.0 – July 2024





Other Attributes
Developer Fisheries Monitoring Plan (Y/N)
Fixed or Floating
Wind Farm Development Phase
Spatial Scale
Location
Project Title
Lead Entity
Partner Entities
PI Name
Project Objectives
Methodology
Receptor
Project Start
Est. Project End
Funder
Funding Partners
Project Website







Users & Uses – Increase Collective Capacity

Researcher

Funder

Developer

Public

avoid duplication of 
efforts in future 

funding 
opportunities

inform future 
solicitation topics

collaborate with 
entities that have 
expressed similar 

needs

gain a comprehensive 
understanding of 

ongoing work in their 
area of expertise

connect with others 
conducting similar work, 
allowing them to leverage 

resources, data, and capacity 
for stronger future funding 

applications and better 
scientific outcomes

consult the research 
needs list to develop 
new project ideas for 

future funding 
opportunities.

explore the objectives, 
targeted receptors, 
and methodologies 

used in implemented 
fisheries monitoring

support ongoing 
projects with common 

interests or to solicit 
new research projects 

addressing specific 
research needs.

learn about on 
offshore wind fisheries 

research



FishFORWRD Relaunch: Phase 2

Research Gaps Analysis

What Research Needs are Under Exploration?
How? On Which Receptor? By Who? Where?

What Gaps Still Remain?



Habitat 
Modification/Fragmentation

• SRN-1
• SRN-2
• SRN-3
…

Fisheries Access & Gear 
Modification

• SRN-1
• SRN-2
• SRN-3
…

Socioeconomic Impacts

• SRN-1
• SRN-2
• SRN-3
…

…
11 Research 
Categories

323 
Research 

Needs

101 
Summarized 

Research 
Needs (SRN)

173 
Research 
Projects

Consolidate 
duplicative or 

species-specific 
Research Needs

Explored 
Research 

Needs

Research 
Gaps

Research Gaps Analysis

Complete list 
of RN still 

available in 
Database 

Center



ROSA Regional RFP

Regional fisheries and offshore wind 
research is needed to improve our 
understanding of offshore wind effects on 
wildlife populations, marine ecosystems, 
and coastal economies.

Regional-scale research is needed to 
complement these project levels and site-
specific surveys, create cohesive baseline 
data, and inform our understanding of 
potential impacts at the fisheries 
population, ecosystem, and fishing 
communities level. 

Responsible Practices for Regional Wildlife Monitoring and 
Research in Relation to Offshore Wind Energy Development, 
Regional Synthesis Working Group of E-TWG, 2023



Regional 
Research Needs
Aligning with 
ROSA mission



Accepting input now on regional 
research needs ROSA should 
consider funding in future RFPs

scan QR code or visit

rosascience.org/resources/fishforwrd 



Next Steps

Routine biannual updates 
for new projects and news

Peer review of gaps analysis 
results

Update webtool with 
Research Gaps Analysis

Publication



Other Work from ROSA | rosascience.org

OSW Monitoring Guidelines

Acoustic Telemetry 
Committee

Data Governance Program

Coordination through 
Engagement



thank you for listening Tricia Perez
tricia@rosascience.org

Follow us on Social Media
@rosascience

Subscribe to our Newsletter
rosascience.org
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